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FROM A 


DISCOURSE on PRAYER. 


Or all the Duties of Chriſtian Piety there is 

not one more neglected, or more eſlentially 
neceſſary than Prayer, which draws down God's 
Grace into us. 

The Generality of People only conſider this 
Exerciſe of Piety, as a So:t of tireſome Cere- 
mony, which it is excuſable to abridge as much 
as poſſible. Thus, this Key to Heaven and Per- 
fection, is deſpiſed and neglected, even by thoſe 
who have the moſt preſſing Occaſion for it, 
therewith to. appeaſe Almighty God : And even 
amongſt thoſe. whyſe Proſeſſion it is to Pray, this 
Duty is often performed with ſuch Coldneſs, Indif- 
ference, Diſguſt, and Diflipation of Mind, that 
their Prayers very far from being a Source of Bleſ- 
ſings and Graces to them, often become the Re- 
verſe, a Cauſe of their greater Condemnation. 

What is become of the grateful Zeal of the 
firſt Chriſtians? Who interrupted their Sleep to 
praiſe the Giver of Life, Confuſed at their Ex- 
ample, let us endeavour to animate our Faith 
and Love, almolt extinct. 
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Confider that our Salvation depends on the 
e receive, and that Grace, on our Prayers 
rz ſo that our Salvation will be decided 
b ou anner of praying, and the Fidelity with 
':h we obey the Impreſſions of the Spirit of 
(od, or without him we can do nothing: Now 
Glace ſis only obtained by Prayer, Feryour is only 
cited, and maintained by Prayer, a Soul then, 
which hath little Fervour, ſhould confider the 
Uſe of Prayer as the Means to which God an- 
nexes the Graces neceſlary to it's Salvation. 

We muſt Pray; it is an indiſpenſible Duty to 
all Chriſtians, 

We mult Pray, becauſe no one can performs 
the Duties of their Station without it. 

We muſt Pray, becauſe our Salvation depends 
upon our manner of Praying. God only can in- 
ſtruct us in the full Extent of our Duties: The 
Inſtruction of Men, however wiſe, and well-in- 
tentioned they may be, are found weak and im- 
perfect, if God doth not add that inward Light, 
mentioned by St. Paul, which ſubjects the Mind 
to Truth : The Defects that appear in all Men, 
prejudices us againſt the Truths they teach. Such 
is our Weakneſs, that we do not receive with Re- 
ſpect and Docilitv, Inſtructions from Men as im- 
perfect as we are; a thouſand Suſpicions, Fears 
and Intereſts, prevent our profiting by what 
Men would teach us, even when they have Au- 
thority and Intention to tell us the moſt important 
Truths ; {till what they do, weakens what they 
fay : In a Word, God only can inſtruct us perfect- 
ly, and if you ſincerely deſire it, you will meet 
with true Wiſdom; God will teach you. Not 
only careleſs Sinners, but even regular Chriſtians, 
will not find in themſelves the true Motives for 
Action which is neceſlary to their Salvation, be 
their Underſtandings ever ſo good, for of our own 
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Fund we have only Sin and Falſhood; Feth 
and Righteouſneſs are borrowed C004, 
which only flow from the divine Fountain. Oh!: 
that we had an ardent Thirit for them, in the 
irightful Deſert of this World, that being re- 
freſhed with this celeſtial Dew, we faint not by 
the Way, which leads to our moſt happy Coun- 
try from whence we are ſtrayed; all other Trea- 
ſures which your Heart ſeeketh for will onl 
encreaſe its Void, Know that you will be forever 
Poor if you do not pofieſs the only Treaſure 
which can enrich you; for your Heart is fo 
formed as never to be ſatisfied with leſs than 
Infinity : All Light which doth not come from 
God, will only dazzle, and not light you thro' the 
dangerous Paths, amidſt the Precipices which fur- 
round us. Our Experience and Reflection can 
not give us, upon all Occaſions, juſt and certain 
Rules. The Councils of the wiſeſt and moſt ſin- 
cere of our Friends will never be enough ſo, to 
redreſs our Sentiments, and Conduct; a thouſand 
Things will eſcape their Notice, and a thouſand 
others Which have not eſcaped them, will ſeem 
too ſtrong to tell us; they will ſuppreſs them, 
or at leaſt they will only infiouate the lealt Part 
of them; our Faults will ſometimes exceed the 
Bounds of the Zc2] of our Friends for us, or of 
our Confidence in them: Even the Criticiſm of 
our Enemies, vigilant and fevere as it is, can 
not extend ſo far as to undeceive us in rela— 
tion to ourſelves; their Malignity only brightens 
the Flame of ſelf Love, which is ſo blind that 
it contrives to make us pleaſed with ourſelves, 
when we pleaſe no one elſe, What mult we 
conclude in the midlt of fo much Darkneſs ? 
That ir only appertains to God to diſſipate it; 
that he only is the unſpotted and infallible Ma- 
ſter; that we mult conſult him, and he will 
i\ 3 teach 


61 
teach us, if we faithfully invoke him, all that 
Men dare not ſay to us, all that Books can 
only teach us in a vague and confuſed Manner; 
in ſhort, all that we need know, and which we 
never can teach ourſelvess We may conclude 
with Certainty, that the greateſt Obſtacle to 
true Wiſdom, is the Preſumption wh'ch is in- 
ſpired by falſe Wiſdom; That the firſt Step to- 
wards this precious Wiſdom is to deſire it, to 
feel the Want of it, and to be convinced that we 
muſt aſk it of the Father of Lights, who giveth 
to all Men liberally who aſk it faithfully : But 
if it be true that God only can enlighten us, 
it is as certain that he will not do fo, if we do 

not engage him to it, by aſking this Grace of 
him. Tt is true that God often prevents us with 
the firſt of all Gifts, which is Faith, when he 
calls us to be Chriſtians ; but he wills, and it is 
juſt that we, on our Side, ſhould take care to 
prevent him, for all the other Favours which he 
will confer on us in the whole Courſe of our 
Lives, His Mercy prepares them for us, but 
leaſt they ſhould be thrown away, he waits un- 
till we wiſh for them; that is to ſay, till we 
are worthy of them, by our carneſtneſs in re— 
queſting them of him. 

Is not this Juſt? Can we complain of this 
Diſpenſation of God's Favours ? He will give us 
his Riches, but he will only give them to thoſe 
who aſk them, leſt he ſhould give them to thoſe 
who do not delire them. 

Are we not exquiſitely happy when lo great 
a good is in our Power if we with for it? Can 
it coft leſs than a Wiſh? Real Happineſs is ob- 
tzined without tne leaſt Degree of that anxious 
Care which 1s requiſite in order tv obtain falſe 
Happineſs. What do we not undertake and ſuf— 
ter in the World, and often unſucceſsfully, for 
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deſpicable and dangerous Things which we ſhould 
be happy never to enjoy? It is not ſo with the 
Gifts of Heaven, they are as invaluable as cer- 
tain to thoſe who really deſire them. Are we 
then to be ſurprized, that the whole Life of a 
Chriſtian is a continual Tendency of the Heart 
to God? Our Happineſs only conſiſts in this 
Thirſt after Righteouſneſs ; this Deſire is a 
Prayer. If you deſire without ceaſing this 
Righteouſneſs, you pray without cealing, "which 
no more excludes vocal Prayer and Attendance 
upon God's publick Worthip, than a Principle of 
Honeſty excludes honeſt Actions, of which it 1s 
the Cauſe and Life. By attending on his publick 
Worſhip, You let your Light [5 ſhine ere Men, 
that they may ſee your good Ii iris, and glrify 
your Father which is in Heaven; You obey his 
Command of not neglecting the allembling of 
yourſelves together, and you obtain his Grace 
in a peculiar Manner ; for he hath promited, 
Where two or three are gathered troether, there 
am I in the mid/t of them. And in his Houſe 
you receive his higheit Means of Grace, for 
whoſoever eateth the Fleſh of the Son of God, and 
drinketh his Blood, hath eternal Life in him. 

Do not ſuppole that you mult always necef- 
farily pronounce a Jong Train of Words, and 
give yourſelf much Trouble to pray to God; to 
live in Prayer, is to defire that his Will may be 
done; it is to form ſome good Deſire, to elevate 
our Hearts to God, it is to long for the Happi- 
neſs he promiſes, to be ſhocked at the View 
of our paſt Sins and Miſeries, and the Danger 
we are ſtill in of diſpleaſing him by violating 
his Laws of Perfection: Now, this Prayer re— 
quires neither Science, Method, nor Keaſoning, 
it is not to be a Work of the Head, it re- 
quires but an Inſtant of Time, and a good Mo- 

tion 


— 


181 
tion of our Hearts, one may pray without any 
diſtinct Thought; it requires only a Return of 
our Hearts for a Moment, and even that Mo- 
ment may be employed in ſomething elſe, {6 
great is the Condeſcenſion of God to our Weak- 
neſs, that he permits us, if there be Occaſion, 
to divide this Moment betwixt him and his Cica- 
tures. Yes, in this Moment, if it be abſolute! 
neceſſary, employ yourſelf in your Buſineſ.; it is 
ſufficient that you ofter it to God, or that you 
Ac with a general Intention to aloriſy him in 
the comme: oneſt Actions of your Lite; thus we 
fulfill the Command of [/bether we Bat or Drink, 
or whatſoever we do, let us de it to the Clary 

God. It is this Prayer without Interruntion 
which St. Paul requires, when he commands us 
to Pray without ceaſing, a Prayer whoſe very 
Name ſtartles nominal Chriſtians; for whom it 
is a ſad Penance to ſpeak to God, or think of 
him.: It is a Prayer which many pious People 
ſuppoſe impraQticab! e, but which, however, will 
be very caly to thoſe who Know, that the belt 
of all Prayers is to act always with a pure Inten— 
tion, deſiring to do every Thing according to 
God's Commands, and fot his Sake. Aud what 
is there ſo troubleſome or reſtraining in this Law 
of Prayer fince it may be reduced to an acquired 
Ha'it of acting freely and gayly in common Life, 
to obtain Salvation at the End of this Life, and 
pleaſe our Sovereign Maſter ! Men of the World, 
who apply themſelves to make a Fortune, never 
take it into their Heads to complain of the Re- 
ſtraint of attending to their Intereit ; and to ſcek 
continually the Means of pleaſing their Prince, is 
it not habitual to them ? and a Habit that they 
love? Were we as ſenſible to eternal Salvation, 
and the Happineſs of being agreeable to God, 
ſhould we conſider an habitual Acting in all 
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Things for him as a vexatious Conſtraint ? On 
the contrary, would not this Habit animate and 
ſupport us under the "Temptations, and Calami- 
ties of Life, 

Is it too much to expect from Man that he 
ſhould aſk of his Father what he cannot find of 
himſelf? Prayer is a Sort of begging, we aik of 
infinite Love a ſpiritual Alms, and Prayer moves 
his Compaſſion towards us; to this Purpoſe his 
Spirit prays in, and for us, with Sighs ineffable ; 
to this Purpoſe thoſe who have received the firſt 
Fruits of the Spirit, ſigh for the compleat Adop- 
tion, when the Body and Soul ſhall be reſtored to 
Perfection. The Apoſtle ſaith that the whole 
Creation groaneth and travaileth to be delivered 
from it's preſent State of Vanity; and ſhall we 
be the only Part of it inſenſible to our Miſery ? 
Dare we hope that God will give us Favours 
which we diſdain to aſk of him? We may im- 
pute to ourſelves the ill Succeſs of our paſt Re- 
ſolutions, he that will not have recourſe to Prayer, 
which is the Canal of Graces ; rejects thoſe 
Graces. We may certainly conclude, that it is 
our neglect of Prayer which is the Cauſe of our 
being juſtly puniſhed, with a Diſguſt to Piety, 
and violent Temptations, ſo much Weakneſs to 
execute what we promiſe to God, ſuch Incon- 
ſtancy in our Sentiments, ſuch Frailty upon all 
Occaſions, when we are to deſpiſe the Judgments 
and Cenſures of the World, or conquer our own. 
Paſſions in order to enter into the perfect Liberty 
of the Sons of God. 

But the moſt terrible of all Calamities is, that 
when we neglect to depend upon God, he leaves 
us to ourſelves: On the other Hand, he exhorts 
us to try by Experience, how gracious the Lord: 
is, He has pleaſed to make the Law of Prayer 
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bound to Pray fo has he graciouſly bound himſelf 
to hear. Ae and ye ſhall have, feek and ye 
* ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened to you ; 
theſe are thy Words, O God ! And ſhall we doubt 
the Promiſes made by Truth itfelf? Can we be- 
lieve theſe Promiſes and neglect Prayer, or fink 
under Cares and Misfortunes like thoſe who 
know not that God is tenderly ſenſible to every 
Diſtreſs, Want and Care of his Creatures, who 
depend on him. 

The Prayer of Cornelius the Centurion aſcended 
as a pleafing Perfume before the Throne of God. 

Teſbua prayed with Confidence, and at the Voice 
of a Man, the Courſe of the Light from the Sun 
was ſtopped. It is our own Faults if our Prayers 
are not as power ful, as efficacious, as theirs- were; 
not to perform Prodigies, which commanded Na- 
ture, but for a no Jeſs ſupernatural Work: The 
entire Change of our Hearts, in a Will ſubmiſſive 
to God's upon all Occaſions, which is the Pertec- 
tion of Religion. Let us believe and hope as thoſe 
Saints did; and we ſhall receive as they did. 

How many Chriſtians do we ſee alienated from 
the Life of God, who ſcarce ever think of him, 
who don't know what it is to open their Hearts to 
him, to expoſe their Wants and Weakneſs to him, 
who ſeek every where elle for Council and Com- 
fort from falſe Wiſdom, and dangerous Amuſe— 
ments; who cannot perſuade themſelves to ſeek 
from God by an humble Prayer, the Remedy to 
their Wants; the exact Knowledge of their De- 
ſects; neceflary Stiength to conquer their vicious 
Inclinations ; and the Conſolation neceſſary, not 
to be diſcouraged with the Temptations and Dit- 
treſſes which we mull meet with even in what is 
called a regular and happy Life. Till we live in the 
Spirit of Prayer, which is praying without ceaſing, 
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we cannot be happy in the moſt proſperous 
State of Life : when we do ſo, we cannot be 
miſerable in the moſt diſtreſſed, for it is impoſ- 
ſible to have thoſe Unneaſineſſes, Doubts and 
Fears for Futurity which People have, who 
know not God. When we are governed and 
protected by God's Spirit, it is Love that prays 
in us, and he who inſpires that Love, will not 
be deaf to the Requeſts which he forms : Since 
he only gives us a Deſire to requeſt his Graces 
in order to pour them on us with Godlike 
Liberality. Can we fear then, that he will re- 
fuſe, what he only waits till we aſk for, his 
Defire is to give us all the Happineſs our Na- 
ture is capable of. | 

Perhaps you will ſay, I have no Attraction 
or Taſte for Prayer, I am tired and not touched 
with it, my Imagination accuſtomed to ſen— 
ſible and agreeable Objects, wanders in ſpite of 
me. 

I will ſuppoſe that this may be your Caſe, 
that neither a Veneration for the great Truths 
of Religion, nor the Majeſty of God preſent, 
nor the Intereſt of your Salvation, can fix your 
rambling Mind in Prayer, and render it at- 
tentive, but agree with me in condemning your 
Infidelity, be out of Countenance at your chil- 
diſh Weakneſs, wiſh that you had a better Un- 
derſtanding, and a more manly Mind. Fear 
not to tire yourſelf with Prayer, it will ſoon 
change your Diſpoſition ; you will like 
what you formerly hated, and hate what you 
formerly loved : But of all Dangers, beware of 
a fatal Inapplication of the Mind to God; try 
how Gracious he is, and you will ſoon ex- 
perience a Joy which the World can neither give 
or take away. 

Which 
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Which that we may all Experience, let us 
pray from our Hearts to God, who is Love, 
that he may grant, through the Merits and 


Interceſſion of our REDEEMER, JESUS 
CHRIST. 


